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DEFINITIONS  - POSTSECONDARY COMPLETIONS {C2>

The following definitions are arranged in alphabetical order:

ASSOCIATE'S DEGREES. Normally requires at least 2 but less than 4 years of full-time
equivalent college work.

DEGREE. An award conferred by a college, university, or other postsecondary education
institution as official recognition for the successful completion of a program of study.

DIPLOMA. A formal document certifying the successful completion of a prescribed program of
studies.

POSTSECONDARY AWARDS, CERTIFICATES OR DIPLOMAS (less than 1 year). Requires the
completion of a program that would be completed in less than 1 academic year (2 semesters
or 3 quarters) or less than 900 contact hours by a student enrolled full-time.

POSTSECONDARY AWARDS. CERTIFICATES OR DIPLOMAS (at least one but less than two
academic years work). Requires completion of an organized program of study at the
postsecondary level of instruction of at least one but less than two full-time-equivalent
academic years, or designed for completion in at least 30 but less than 60 credit hours, or in
at least 900 but less than 1,800 contact hours.

POSTSECQNDARY AWARDS, CERTIFICATES OR DIPLOMAS (at least two but less than four
academic years). Requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary
level in at least two but less than four full-time-equivalent academic years; or designed for
completion in at least 60 but less than 120 credit hours, or at least 1,800 but less than 3,600
contact hours.

PROGRAM, A combination of courses and related activities organized for the attainment of
broad education objectives as described by the institution.
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